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Purpose:

To define the appropriateness of the type of cases to consolidate with a domestic violence action and
case assignment

Policy and Procedures:

1. When a domestic violence action is filed with the court, the clerk will research the case
management system for other related cases.

2. [Ifthere is an existing case for Petition for Dissolution, Legal Separation, Nullity or miscellaneous
Petition for Custody and Support, the clerk will file the domestic violence action as a
supplemental filing in that case.

3. |If there is an existing Uniformed Parentage or Child Support action, then the clerk will initiate a
new filing for the domestic violence action and the domestic violence action will be related to
the existing Uniformed Parentage and/or Child Support action. The domestic violence action
will be assigned to the Judicial Officer that is assigned or would be assigned to hear the
Uniformed Parentage or Child Support action for custody and/or visitation.

4. If there is not an existing matter, the case will be assigned in normal course.

5. When there is a subsequent filing of a Petition for Dissolution, Legal Separation, Nullity,
Uniformed Parentage Action or Petition for Custody and Support after the domestic violence
matter has been filed the clerk will relate the cases in the case management system. For
calendar preparation and/or ex parte review the clerk will pull the related cases and secure
together for the courts reference at all hearings. It is the courts position to coordinate the cases
as early as possible and that the domestic violence action is assigned to the department
handling the petition of a broader jurisdiction. One Family One Judicial Officer.

6. Ifthere is an existing domestic violence matter and the responding party to the original
domestic violence is filing their own domestic violence request, that new domestic violence
request will be filed as a supplemental filing in the original domestic violence matter. But if the
original domestic violence request was dismissed or denied in its entirety, then a new domestic
violence case will be opened and assigned in normal course.

Best practice is domestic violence matters should not be consolidated with Uniformed Parentage actions
or Child Support matters due to the confidentiality of those cases. Cases will be related in the case
management system and coordinated for hearings.




